
Recognised as one of CBCMusic's Top Canadian Classical Musicians, Samuel Chan has been praised
by critics for his “agile and powerful” (NeueMusik Zeitung) & “elegant and melodious baritone voice.”
(Das Opernglas Magazin). Originally from Calgary, Alberta, Samuel is based in North Germany, and is
establishing himself with a diverse career internationally.

Samuel’s 2024/25 season includes the roles of Faninal inDer Rosenkavalier; Malatesta inDon
Pasquale; Dr. Falke inDie Fledermaus; Papageno inDie Zauberflöte; and Ottokar inDer Freischütz at
Theater Kiel. He returns to the Canadian Opera Company (COC) for Il commissario
imperiale/Yamadori inMadama Butterfly.

Since the 2020 season, Samuel has been a member of the Theater Kiel Opernensemble. Recent
repertory roles include critically lauded performances as Marcello in La Bohème; Ford in Falstaff; &
Dandini in La Cenerentola. Other repertory highlights include Papageno inDie Zauberflöte,Robert in
Iolanta; Lescaut inManon Lescaut; Guglielmo in Così fan tutte; and Pantalon/Farfarello in L’amour
des trois oranges. He has recently worked with directors Sam Brown, Sarah Kohrs, Alexandra Leidtke,
Luise Kautz, Daniel Karasek, alongside conductors Gabriel Feltz (GMD), Francesco Cilluffo,
Benjamin Reiners (GMD), and Daniel Carlberg.

As a guest artist, Samuel has recently performed withMusiktheater im Revier (Robert in Iolanta),
Philharmonisches Orchester Kiel (Wolf’sDer Feuerreiter, Beethoven’s Symphony Nr. 9), and the Freie
Akademie für Künste Hamburg (Lieder programme: W. Braunfels &H. Eisler). Past engagements
include performances and productions with the COC, City Opera Vancouver, Toronto’s
Mendelssohn Choir, Toronto SummerMusic, Saskatoon Opera, and Festival of the Sound.

In the 2025/26 season, Samuel will make role debuts as Wolfram in Tannhäuser; Belcore in Elisir
d’amore; and Prince Bolkonsky inWar and Peace.

Samuel is a graduate of the COC Ensemble Studio, and received his BMus from the University of
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, with further training at Highlands Opera Studio and
Ravinia Steans’ Music Institute. Prize recognitions include the 2019 Stella Maris Voice Competition,
where he received jury recognition of 2nd in Kunstlieder / 3rd in Oratorio, the 2016 2nd Prize Winner of
the COCCentrestage Competition, and a regional win in the 2015Met Opera National Council
Auditions.


